The success of the Sixth National Population Census has provided the latest basis for the formulation of population policy and socio-economic development planning. The population census is a comprehensive, systematic survey and registration of the national population carried out in the same time period and according to the same methods, specifications, and questionnaire. The information obtained is the source of fully grasping a country's population and basic situation of socio-economic development and is the fundamental basis for formulating population policy and socio-economic development planning. The Sixth Population Census has provided the latest data on China's total population and its structure. The Sixth Population Census shows that China's fertility rate has been below replacement rate for two decades, that population has entered a phase of slow growth, and that aging has increased rapidly.
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Based on the census, population projections are made through the understanding of the laws of population changes. Population projections are an important basis for the world's governments to develop economic and social policies. China's population census, by collecting fertility and mortality information, can be used to understand the trajectory and trends of China's future population changes through population projections. The Sixth Population Census shows that China's population will be facing the issue of aging for some time to come.
United Nations (UN) population projections data is often considered to be the most authoritative. The UN Population Division is an agency devoted fulltime to organizing and publishing official calculations and projections of the world population. The agency is responsible for collecting and arranging the most recent population information and the corresponding economic and social information from each country, making comprehensive assessments of the current circumstances of the world population, and using this to make detailed projections for the future trends of the world population and for each country. Every two years, the UN publishes the latest analysis and projections in the form of amendments to World Population Prospects. So far, World cai Population Prospects has been amended and updated 22 times. The UN published World Population Prospects (2010 Revision) on May 3, 2011. That day, the UN Population Division published its latest analysis and projection data for the world population on its website and released a press release titled, "World Population to reach 10 billion by 2100 if Fertility in all Countries Converges to Replacement Level." This press release once again raised public concern and discussion regarding the future of the world population. Also based on this revision, the UN Population Fund set October 31, 2011 as "World Population 7 Billion Day." Not only does the entire UN system use the population information published by the UN Population Division as the foundation of its work and the basis for considering global issues, but many international organizations, governments, and non-governmental organizations large and small use the population data published by the UN Population Division to formulate targets and assess policy choices. The importance and influence of the population data published by the UN Population Division goes without saying. The latest "UN Population Prospects (2010 Revision)" was released basically concurrent with the Sixth Population Census. It should be noted that "World Population Prospects (2010 Revision)" made major adjustments to the assessment and projections of China's population.
Through a comparison of data from the Sixth Population Census and UN population projection, this chapter explores the trajectory and future of China's demographic changes, as well as the role population projections should play in population policy.
I The Misjudgments and Corrections in UN Population Projections on China
An important change in "World Population Prospects (2010 Revision)" is major adjustments to the assessment and projections for China's population. The adjustments are reflected in two aspects: first, lowering China's current total population; and second, adjusting the judgment of China's future population trends.
Comparing the Chinese population projections in the 2008 and 2010 versions of "World Population Prospects," one discovers that the UN's projection of China's peak population and the long-term trend have undergone major adjustment (See Figure 1.1) . "World Population Prospects (2008 Revision)" projects that China's population will reach a peak in 2032 of 1.463 billion, after which China's total population will fall gradually, reaching 1.417 billion in 2050. The 2010 Revision projects that China's population will peak in 2026 at
